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(57) ABSTRACT

A wireless terminal installation device on which a wireless
terminal is to be installed includes a housing and a substrate
provided at an inside of the housing. The substrate includes at
least a printed board, a mounting part that is provided on the
printed board and mounted with a conductor, a conductor-free
part which is an area that excludes a conductor, and a parasitic
antenna that is provided on the conductor-free part to re-emit
a radio wave received.

11 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
WIRELESS TERMINAL INSTALLATION
DEVICE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a device (an accessory for
a wireless terminal) on which a wireless terminal is to be
installed.

BACKGROUND ART

Conventionally, as a device for installing a wireless termi-
nal such as a mobile phone, an instrument (cradle) disclosed
in Patent Literature 1 is known, for example.

The wireless terminal installation device disclosed in
Patent Literature 1 is configured so that the mobile phone is
placed horizontally on a rectangular parallelepiped shaped
installation part with a built-in substrate.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: JP-A-2005-277632

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

In the device disclosed in Patent Literature 1, an antenna of
the wireless terminal is spaced apart from the installation part
and therefore there is little effect on a transmitting/receiving
performance of the wireless terminal. However, if the antenna
of the wireless terminal is provided at a position near the
installation part, for example, there is a risk that the transmit-
ting/receiving performance of the wireless terminal is
degraded due to a wiring of the substrate or a housing metal in
the installation part.

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a wireless terminal installation device capable of reduc-
ing effects on communication of the wireless terminal.

Solution to Problem

In an aspect of the present invention, a wireless terminal
installation device on which a wireless terminal is to be
installed includes a housing and a substrate provided at an
inside of the housing. The substrate includes at least a printed
board, a mounting part provided on the printed board and
mounted with a conductor, a conductor-free part which is an
area that excludes a conductor and a parasitic antenna pro-
vided on the conductor-free part to re-emit a radio wave
received.

As such, in the wireless terminal installation device, first,
the conductor-free part which is an area that excludes the
conductor is provided. However, in a case where the area that
excludes the conductor is provided alone, there is a need to
increase an opening area of the conductor-free part to some
extent in order to allow a sufficient radio wave to pass there-
through and thus the whole installation device becomes
larger. For this reason, the parasitic antenna for re-emitting
the received radio wave is provided on the conductor-free
part. By doing so, it is possible to reduce the degradation of
the transmitting/receiving performance of the wireless termi-
nal, even when an installation part is provided near the
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antenna of the wireless terminal and the opening area is small
and thus a size of the whole installation device becomes
compact.

Further, the conductor includes a conductor having a stable
potential for the radio wave of the wireless terminal and the
parasitic antenna is unconnected in a high-frequency electri-
cal circuit to the conductor (for example, a circuit ground of
the installation device, etc.) having the stable potential for the
radio wave of the wireless terminal. That is, the parasitic
antenna does not supply the radio wave to the wireless termi-
nal via an electrical circuit but spatially transmits the radio
wave (serves as a function of a wave director).

Further, if the parasitic antenna is formed of a wiring pat-
tern (for example, a loop-shaped wiring pattern) provided on
the printed board, a process for providing the parasitic
antenna is not added and thus a cost-up does not occur.

Further, the parasitic antenna is provided for guiding the
radio wave from a particular direction, such as in a commu-
nication orientation of the antenna of the wireless terminal,
that is, an orientation of an antenna of a base station as seen
from the antenna of the wireless terminal. For example, the
parasitic antenna is effective for a case where the wireless
terminal is required to communicate with the base station in a
particular orientation (for example, back face 90° to 130°,
etc.).

Further, a connector for connecting to the wireless terminal
is mounted adjacent to the conductor-free part on the mount-
ing part. Thereby, when the antenna of the wireless terminal is
placed near the connector, the positions of the antenna of the
wireless terminal and the conductor-free part can be located
adjacent to each other and thus it is possible to reduce the
degradation of the transmitting/receiving performance of the
wireless terminal.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to the aspects of the present invention, it is
possible to reduce effects of the wiring board or the housing
metal of the installation part on the communication of the
wireless terminal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

In FIG. 1, (A) is an external perspective view showing a
cradle according to an embodiment of a wireless terminal
installation device of the invention and a wireless terminal,
and in FIG. 1, (B) is a partially transparent side view showing
the wireless terminal installation device.

In FIG. 2, (A) is an external perspective view showing a
substrate 35, and in FIG. 2, (B) is an external perspective view
showing a housing bottom 36.

FIG. 3 is a diagram for explaining a radio wave when the
wireless terminal is being installed.

FIG. 4 shows other examples of the parasitic antenna.

FIG. 5 shows another example of the wireless terminal
installation device.

MODES FOR CARRYING OUT INVENTION

In FIG. 1, (A) is an external perspective view showing a
cradle according to an embodiment of a wireless terminal
installation device of the present invention and a wireless
terminal. In FIG. 1, (B) is a partially transparent side view
showing the wireless terminal installation device.

A cradle (housing) 3 is a device on which the wireless
terminal such as a mobile phone is placed. The cradle 3
mediates a wired-communication between the wireless ter-
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minal and another instrument or supplies a power. The cradle
3 includes arectangular parallelepiped shaped housing and an
upper surface of the housing recessed in multi-steps in a
bucket shape. In the housing of this example, the upper sur-
face is recessed in two-steps and a surface of a lowermost step
thereof is formed as an installation surface 31.

The installation surface 31 is provided at its center with a
connector 32 to which a connector 112 of a wireless terminal
11 is connected. The connector 32 and a cable 33 are mounted
on the substrate 35 which is, in turn, fixed to the housing
bottom 36.

A bottom surface of the installation surface 31 has an area
slightly larger than that of a bottom surface of the wireless
terminal 11. Further, a width of the installation surface 31 is
substantially the same as a width of the bottom surface of the
wireless terminal 11 and the wireless terminal 11 can be fitted
and thus mounted at peripheral side surfaces of the housing
and the installation surface 31. Further, a portion of the
peripheral side surfaces of the housing in the installation
surface 31 is obliquely inclined, so that the wireless terminal
11 can be fixed to the housing by making the wireless terminal
11 being leaned against the obliquely inclined side surface.

The connector 112 of the wireless terminal 11 is connected
to the connector 32 provided on the installation surface 31, so
that the wireless terminal 11 makes a wired-communication
with another instrument via the substrate 35 and the cable 33
or is supplied with a power from another instrument to charge
a built-in battery (not shown).

In this embodiment, the wireless terminal 11 serves as a
function of both a mobile phone and a digital audio player and
the cradle 3 serves as a function of mediating the transmission
and reception of various data (musical data, etc.) between
another instrument such as an AV amplifier and the wireless
terminal 11. The cradle 3 is such that hardware for imple-
menting the mediating function is mounted on the substrate
3s5.

In FIG. 2, (A) is an external perspective view showing the
substrate 35. In FIG. 2, (B) is an external perspective view
showing the housing bottom 36. The housing bottom 36
includes a rectangular resin plate 361 and an iron plate 362
fixed to an upper surface of the resin plate 361. The iron plate
362 serves as a function of a weight and is intended for fixing
the cradle 3 on a plane such as a desk when the wireless
terminal 11 is installed.

The substrate 35 is fixed to the upper surface of the housing
bottom 36 using a retainer such as a screw. The substrate 35
includes a printed board 351 made of glass epoxy, etc., and a
mounting part 352 provided on the printed board 351. The
connector 32, the cable 33 and other wiring or capacitor, or
the like are mounted on the mounting part 352.

Here, a central portion of the printed board 351 is config-
ured as a conductor-free part 353 that excludes a conductor
such as a wiring. Further, the iron plate 362 of the housing
bottom 36 is also provided at its central portion with an
opening 363 which is formed as a conductor-free part.
Although it has been illustrated that an area of the opening
363 is larger than that of the conductor-free part 353 in the
present embodiment, these arecas may be substantially the
same. Further, although it has been illustrated that both the
conductor-free part 353 and the opening 363 have a rectan-
gular shape, these may have other shapes such as a square
shape, of course.

As such, the wireless terminal installation device of the
present embodiment is configured so that the conductor-free
part which is an area that excludes a conductor is provided at
a portion of the housing bottom and the substrate and thus
effects on the radio wave of the wireless communication of
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the wireless terminal 11 can be reduced. However, in a case
where the area that excludes a conductor is provided alone,
there is a need to increase an opening area of the conductor-
free part to some extent in order to allow a sufficient radio
wave to pass therethrough and thus whole installation device
becomes larger. For this reason, in an aspect of the cradle 3 of
the present embodiment, a parasitic antenna 354 is provided
at the inside of the conductor-free part 353.

The parasitic antenna 354 is a wiring pattern formed on the
printed board 351 and formed as a loop-shaped rectangular
pattern, in an example of FIG. 2 (A). When the parasitic
antenna 354 is configured by the wiring pattern formed on the
printed board 351, a process for providing the parasitic
antenna 354 is not added and thus a cost-up does not occur.
However, the conductor-free part 353 and the parasitic
antenna 354 are not necessarily formed on the same plane and
the parasitic antenna may be provided at the inside of the
conductor-free part, as seen from the antenna of the wireless
terminal. Further, whole parasitic antenna 354 is not neces-
sarily provided at the inside of the conductor-free part and a
portion of the parasitic antenna may be arranged at the outside
of the conductor-free part. Further, although the parasitic
antenna 354 is surrounded with the mounting part 352, it is
not essential that the parasitic antenna 354 is surrounded with
the mounting part 352, of course.

The parasitic antenna 354 is not connected in a high-fre-
quency electrical circuit to the antenna of the wireless termi-
nal 11 and the conductor (ground of the mounting part 352,
etc.) having a stable potential for the radio wave of the wire-
less terminal 11. The parasitic antenna 354 does not supply
the radio wave to the antenna of the wireless terminal 11 via
an electrical circuit but spatially transmits the radio wave.
That is, the parasitic antenna 354 receives a radio wave from
the base station, etc., and re-emits the received radio wave.
The parasitic antenna 354 controls the directivity of the radio
wave and serves as a function of a wave director for supplying
the radio wave to the antenna of the wireless terminal 11.
Accordingly, the shape of the parasitic antenna 354 is not
limited to the loop-shaped rectangular pattern but the para-
sitic antenna may have any shape as long as the parasitic
antenna serves as a function of the wave director for re-
emitting the received radio wave (other examples of the shape
will be described later).

Further, the parasitic antenna 354 is provided for guiding
the radio wave from a particular direction, such as in a com-
munication orientation of the antenna of the wireless terminal
11, that is, an orientation of the antenna of the base station as
seen from the antenna of the wireless terminal 11. In this
manner, the parasitic antenna for guiding the radio wave from
the particular orientation is effective for a situation as follows.

That is, as shown in FIG. 3, the parasitic antenna is effec-
tive for a case where the antenna 115 of the wireless terminal
11 is installed near a bottom surface thereof and the antenna
115 is required to communicate with the base station (for
example, a case where it is verified whether an instrument
such as the cradle 3 can be authenticated as a corresponding
accessory or not) in a particular orientation (in an example of
FIG. 3, back face 90° to 130° of the wireless terminal 11). In
this case, it is preferable that the conductor-free part 353 is
formed near the connector 32 to allow the antenna 115 of the
wireless terminal 11 and the conductor-free part 353 to be
located adjacent to each other.

The conductor-free part 353, the opening 363 and the para-
sitic antenna 354 are provided for reducing effects on the
radio wave having an orientation of back face 90° to 130° as
seen from the wireless terminal 11, that is, for guiding the
radio wave from the orientation. Since the parasitic antenna
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354 guides the radio wave having the orientation of back face
90° to 130°, the antenna 115 receives the radio wave from the
base station, which has a gain of more than a predetermined
level. Accordingly, the cradle 3 is authenticated as a suitable
accessory of the wireless terminal 11 and thus can mediate a
wired-communication.

As mentioned above, since the wireless terminal installa-
tion device of the present embodiment is such that the para-
sitic antenna for re-emitting the received radio wave is pro-
vided at the inside of the conductor-free part, as seen from the
antenna of the wireless terminal, it is possible to reduce
effects on the communication ofthe wireless terminal, evenin
an aspect where the immediately proximity of the antenna of
the wireless terminal is blocked by the housing. In particular,
it is possible to reduce the degradation of the transmitting/
receiving performance of the wireless terminal, even if the
opening area of the conductor-free part on the substrate or a
metal part of the housing is small and thus a size of whole
installation device becomes compact.

Next, FIG. 4 shows other examples of the parasitic antenna.
Inventor of the wireless terminal installation device illus-
trated in the present embodiment measured the communica-
tion performance (gain of the radio wave) of the wireless
terminal 11 for various shapes of the parasitic antenna and
then obtained multiple shapes in which the communication
performance of the wireless terminal 11 has been improved
by comparing cases where the parasitic antenna is not pro-
vided (the conductor-free part is provided alone) with cases
where the parasitic antenna is provided. At this time, the
measurement was carried out in a state where a usable fre-
quency of the wireless terminal is set as approximately 880
MHz. Twelve types of typical shapes are illustrated in FIG. 4.
For the sake of convenience of explanation, in the plane of
paper, an upper direction is defined as Y direction, a lower
direction is defined as -Y direction, a right direction is
defined as X direction and a left direction is defined as -X
direction.

For example, FIG. 4 (A) shows an example where wiring
patterns extending from an end of =X direction to an end of X
direction at ends of Y direction and -Y direction and a wiring
pattern extending from an end of -Y direction to an end of Y
direction near the central position (origin) of X direction and
-X direction are formed and thus a “ T ” shaped parasitic
antenna is formed. FIG. 4 (B) shows an example where a
wiring pattern extending from the end of -X direction to the
end of X direction near an origin of Y direction and -Y
direction is formed, in addition to the wiring patterns shown
in FIG. 4 (A) and thus a “ I > shaped parasitic antenna is
formed.

FIG. 4 (C) shows an example where wiring patterns
extending from the end of -X direction to the end of X
direction at the ends of Y direction and -Y direction and a
wiring pattern extending from the end of -Y direction to the
end of Y direction at the end of X direction are formed and
thus a “— " shaped parasitic antenna is formed. FIG. 4 (D)
shows an example where a wiring pattern extending from the
end of —X direction to the end of X direction at the end of -Y
direction, a wiring pattern extending from the end of -Y
direction to the end of Y direction near the origin of X direc-
tion and —X direction and a wiring pattern extending from the
end of —X direction to near the origin of X direction at the end
of'Y direction are formed and thus a “=.” shaped parasitic
antenna is formed. FIG. 4 (E) shows a parasitic antenna of
laterally inverted patterns of FIG. 4 (D). FIG. 4 (F) shows a
parasitic antenna of vertically inverted patterns of FIG. 4 (D).
FIG. 4 (G) shows a parasitic antenna of vertically inverted
patterns of FIG. 4 (E).
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Further, FIG. 4 (H) shows an parasitic antenna in which a
wiring pattern extends from the end of -X direction to near
the origin of X direction at the end of -Y direction, a wiring
pattern extends from the end of -Y direction to the end of Y
direction near the origin of X direction and -X direction and
awiring pattern extends from near the origin of X direction to
the end of X direction at the end of Y direction.

FIG. 4 (I) shows an example where wiring patterns extend-
ing from the end of —X direction to the end of X direction at
the ends of Y direction and -Y direction and near the origin of
Y direction and a wiring pattern extending from the end of =Y
direction to the end of Y direction at the end of X direction are
formed and thus a “3” shaped parasitic antenna is formed.

FIG. 4 (J) also shows a ““ 7 shaped parasitic antenna. But,
the parasitic antenna shown in FIG. 4 (J) includes wiring
patterns which extend from the end of =X direction to near the
origin of X direction at the ends of Y direction and -Y direc-
tion and a wiring pattern which extends from the end of =Y
direction to the end of Y direction near the origin of X direc-
tion and -X direction.

FIG. 4 (K) also shows a “ 4 ” shaped parasitic antenna. The
parasitic antenna shown in FIG. 4 (K) includes wiring pat-
terns which extend from near the origin of X direction to the
end of X direction at the ends of Y direction and -Y direction
and a wiring pattern which extends from the end of -Y direc-
tion to the end of Y direction at the end of X direction.

FIG. 4 (L) shows a parasitic antenna which further includes
a loop-shaped rectangular pattern at the inside of the loop-
shaped rectangular pattern shown in FIG. 2.

The inventor has found that the communication perfor-
mance (gain of the radio wave) of the wireless terminal 11 is
improved in all of the above patterns. However, it is noted that
the above examples are adapted to verify a gain at a particular
frequency (880 MHz) and the shape of the parasitic antenna
for improving the communication performance is, of course,
varied when the frequency is changed (for example, the fre-
quency becomes 2.1 GHz). However, it has been found that
the parasitic antenna having the shape shown in FIG. 4 (C),
FIG. 4 (I) and FIG. 4 (L) improve the communication perfor-
mance at both 880 MHz and 2.1 GHz.

As such, the shape of the parasitic antenna 354 is not
limited to the loop-shaped rectangular pattern but the para-
sitic antenna may have any shapes as long as the parasitic
antenna serves as a function of the wave director for re-
emitting the received radio wave. That is, the parasitic
antenna may take various shapes according to a radio wave
frequency used in the antenna of the wireless terminal, a
shape or arrangement of the antenna of the wireless terminal,
or the mounting pattern on the substrate or the shape of the
housing metal in the wireless terminal installation device.

The wireless terminal installation device is not limited to
the rectangular parallelepiped shaped housing. Further, the
connection with another instrument such as the AV amplifier
is not limited to a wired-connection. For example, an aspect
employing a wireless adapter shown in FIG. 5 is also possible.
The wireless adapter 21 shown in FIG. 5 has a built-in wire-
less communication part and wirelessly transmits a musical
data received from the wireless terminal 11 to another instru-
ment such as the AV amplifier to mediate the communication
between the wireless terminal and another instrument. How-
ever, the wireless communication system of the wireless
adapter 21 is different from the communication system
between the wireless terminal 11 and the base station. For
example, the wireless communication system is a specific
standard for performing an uncompressed data transmission
of the musical data.
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The wireless adapter 21 is made of a substantially rectan-
gular parallelepiped shaped housing which is long and thin in
a height direction and has an L shape in which a portion of a
lower side of the housing protrudes toward the front. A con-
nector 212 is provided at an upper surface of the portion
(support portion) 23 protruding toward the front. The wireless
terminal 11 is adapted to be held by the upper surface of the
support portion 23 and the front surface 22 of the housing.

Herein, the wireless adapter 21 is such that the conductor-
free part and the parasitic antenna for re-emitting the radio
wave received from the base station are provided to reduce
effects on the communication radio wave of the wireless
terminal 11, similarly to the cradle 3 shown in FIGS. 1 and 2.

For example, a portion of a substrate (not shown) which is
arranged at the inside of the support portion 23 is formed as
the conductor-free part and the parasitic antenna is provided.
Further, a portion of a substrate (not shown) which is arranged
at the inside of the front surface 22 may be formed as the
conductor-free part and the parasitic antenna may be pro-
vided.

The invention claimed is:
1. A wireless terminal installation device on which a wire-
less terminal is to be installed, the device comprising:
a housing; and
a substrate that is provided at an inside of the housing,
wherein the substrate includes at least:
a printed board;
amounting part that is provided on the printed board and
mounted with a conductor;
a conductor-free part which is an area that excludes a
conductor; and
aparasitic antenna that is provided on the conductor-free
part to re-emit a radio wave received.
2. The wireless terminal installation device according to
claim 1, wherein
the conductor includes a conductor having a stable poten-
tial for the radio wave of the wireless terminal, and
the parasitic antenna is unconnected in a high-frequency
electrical circuit to the conductor having the stable
potential for the radio wave of the wireless terminal.
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3. The wireless terminal installation device according to
claim 2, wherein
the parasitic antenna is formed of'a wiring pattern provided
on the printed board.
4. The wireless terminal installation device according to
claim 2, wherein
the parasitic antenna is provided in a communication ori-
entation of the antenna of the wireless terminal.
5. The wireless terminal installation device according to
claim 2, wherein
a connector for connecting to the wireless terminal is
mounted adjacent to the conductor-free part on the
mounting part.
6. The wireless terminal installation device according to
claim 1, wherein
the parasitic antenna is formed of'a wiring pattern provided
on the printed board.
7. The wireless terminal installation device according to
claim 6, wherein
the parasitic antenna is provided in a communication ori-
entation of the antenna of the wireless terminal.
8. The wireless terminal installation device according to
claim 6, wherein
a connector for connecting to the wireless terminal is
mounted adjacent to the conductor-free part on the
mounting part.
9. The wireless terminal installation device according to
claim 1, wherein
the parasitic antenna is provided in a communication ori-
entation of the antenna of the wireless terminal.
10. The wireless terminal installation device according to
claim 9, wherein
a connector for connecting to the wireless terminal is
mounted adjacent to the conductor-free part on the
mounting part.
11. The wireless terminal installation device according to
claim 1, wherein
a connector for connecting to the wireless terminal is
mounted adjacent to the conductor-free part on the
mounting part.



